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Lecture 20. Community ecology 

 
1. Community ecology 

a. Definitions 
 
 
 
 

b. Goals 
 
 
 
 
 

c. Importance 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Concepts of communities 
a. Holistic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Individualistic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Community structure  
a. Species richness/diversity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Guilds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c. Food webs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

d. Relative abundance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. What defines community structure 
a. Keystone species 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Trophic cascades 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c. Disturbances 
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